THE NIZAM AND THE MAHRATTAS              Si

and other exactions, to the extent sometimes of
65 per cent, of the revenue. In the wars that followed,
the Mahrattas were at liberty to pursue their dreams
of conquest, which were to convert India into a Hindu Raj.
The 14 years of interregnum in the Deccan served to con-
solidate their power,, and, when Asaf Jah made himself
independent, the Mahrattas were the only enemies he
had to dread. Th e descendants of Sivaj ee still maintained
the royal title and style. Their residence was at Sattara,
but in course of time they had become mere puppets
in the hands of their ministers, the Peshwas, who ruled
at Poona. Further away, other Mahratta noblemen had
conquered for themselves independent kingdoms. Scindia,
Holkar, and the Gaekwar at Baroda were among the
most powerful of these, and they, together with the
Mahratta Rajah of Nagpur, surrounded the Hyderabad
State on the north, the west and the south-western
frontiers. Scindia especially was the most ambitious
and powerful amongst these princes, although he, together
with the rest, nominally accepted the overrule of the
Peishwas at Poona. Whilst Asaf Jah was Nizam
of Hyderabad, he was continually at war with one or
other of these princes, and in these wars he was not
always successful in arms, although he was more than a
match for them in diplomacy. During the disturbances
that followed Asaf Jah's death, the Mahrattas increased
their ppwer and levied chouth over almost all the western
portions of the Nizam's ^ dominions. And, as regards
the Princes of Malwa, Scindia succeeded in asserting his
supremacy over all the districts north of the Tapti.
We have seen how, soon after his arrival, Bussy was sent
against the Mahrattas, and succeeded in defeating
them with his small but well-disciplined army. We have
also seen how they were waiting near Aurungabad